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UPFSA
131-440 NPO
OUR MISSION
UPF endeavours to impact the nations through prayer initiatives, resources,
information and research so that strongholds that keep the nations in bondage can be
destroyed and the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ can transform all unreached parts of
the world.

EXTRAORDINARY THINGS, DIVINELY PREPARED
When a man walks into the infinite operations
of the Most High God, he is quickly overwhelmed by the enormity and scale of a task
that seems obviously impossible to frail human capabilities. One’s mind is unable to
even find a starting point in the complexities
of a holy heavenly kingdom at work in defiled
lands, turmoil filled nations and the quagmire
of human depravity so characteristic of unregenerated multitudes.
As we wrestle continuously with these stark
realities, God’s voice thunders above the
tumult of this fallen world with an unmistakable urgency that we were ordained and appointed to be His remedy to these weighty
challenges.
Paul reminds us:
1 Cor 2:9-11 (NKJV)
9
But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man
the things which God has prepared for those
who love Him.” 10But God has revealed them to
us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all
things, yes, the deep things of God. 11For what
man knows the things of a man except the
spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no
one knows the things of God except the Spirit
of God. 12Now we have received, not the spirit
of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
that we might know the things that have been
freely given to us by God.
These statements are not mere motivational
phrases to stir our imagination, nor symbolic
language to improve our emotional state.
They are promises guaranteed to a people
who will grow in their love-filled devotion to
the only true and living God. They are assurances to a company of men and women who
will venture out, led by the Spirit, to start
realising the superior blueprints drafted for

our lives before time began.
We crave the revelations and the manifestations of things not yet seen; we yearn to hear
of supernatural interventions, and we long for
many surprising breakthroughs to boggle our
minds and kindle our faith towards attaining
great victories for God in the nations of the
world. The words of Paul quoted above come
from the prophecy spoken by Isaiah in Isaiah
64. The context is that of desperate prayer for
God to rend the heavens and come down.
The prophet cries out for divine intervention
in deteriorating circumstances, for mighty
heavenly exploits that would obliterate God’s
adversaries and would make the nations
tremble at His presence. Indeed, Isaiah says
that God acts for the one who waits for Him
(v.4). The unfathomable occurrences of yet
unheard miracles that destroy the kingdom of
darkness and position nations great and small
to recognise God and could choose His benevolent rule, is dependent on a waiting,
praying band of believers who are obedient
and passionate to stir themselves up to take
hold (v.7) of their Saviour Jesus Christ. Then,
opportunities will be released for nations,
people groups and tribes to be delivered from
the strangleholds of demons, and to be reconciled to the love and freedom of the Father
of all creation, through the sacrifice of His
Son.
Will you join us, in 2018, to pursue the vocation of prayer for the nations so that Scripture
can be fulfilled through our obedience, until
all must recognise the demonstrations of our
God in all lands!

Leon Coetzee
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OFFICE NEWS
We are so thankful for God’s goodness in our ministry and the
partnership and involvement of many individuals who sacrificially
invest into the kingdom work we are called to. What a wonderful
team God has brought together, who are committed to serve passionately. May God add many more called for intercessory service
in the kingdom.

Thank the Lord with us for this great miracle! May this investment
into His work in UPF have great results and powerful repercussions
on many levels.

We praise the Lord for His provision. Again, (for a second year in a
row) He has provided in advance, funding for our office rent for the
whole of 2018. It is such a great provision that enables us to focus
on our work and not be distracted by the regular obligations of
everyday life.
The UPF Core Leadership team at their recent planning meeting

Funding needs for 2018
UPFSA has always endeavored to walk in faith, trusting God in the
steps of obedience we take to impact the nations in prayer. Our priority is to ask God in prayer for what we need. If our focus moves
away from looking to God, we can so easily dishonour the call that
He has placed on our lives. Yet, through the years business people
have told us that they cannot sow into our projects if they do not
know what our needs are. Thus, to empower us to keep our dependence on God whilst at the same time keep potential supporters informed, UPF will make its anticipated funding projection known at
the start of every year.
UPFSA has launched several projects for the coming year in accordance with the guidance we have received from the Holy Spirit. As
God’s kingdom is dependent on the intercessory labours of His sons
and daughters, we are convinced that our prayer investments into
Pretoria / Tshwane, South Africa and the nations of the world is an
essential component for the advancement of the gospel into communities all around the world.
Please pray with us for the supernatural provision required for the
following needs:
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Communications and Webpage development – R 8 000
Resource development – Video editing and graphic design –
R 6 000

UPF Prayer Journeys for 2018
April 2018 - Operation Capitals of Europe Prayer Journey to Moldova
and Romania – R 100 000 for team of 4
May 2018 - UPF Prayer Journey to Lesotho – R 21 000 for team of 5
June 2018 - UPF Prayer Journey to Mauritius – R 75 000 for team of
6
July 2018 - UPF Prayer Journey to Thailand – R 132 000 for team of 6
September 2018 - UPF Prayer Journey to France – R 385 500 for 3
teams (5 people per team)
October 2018 - UPF Prayer Journey to India – R 250 500 for 3 teams
(5 people per team)
UPF is establishing a missions fund to generate finances to support
the missionaries we connect with in the nations. Our first target is to
support missionaries in Northern India. These individuals live in the
Himalayan foothills among unreached people groups that have never heard the gospel. These missionaries would be able to continue
there work if only they can access $100 (R 1 300) a month.
Our target for 2018 is to start supporting 4 missionaries at $100
(R 1 300) a month for 12 months. Thus R 62 400 for the year.

Staff remuneration – R240 000
Presently UPF has 2 permanent workers, 2 part time workers and is
trusting God to acquire the services of a Personal Assistant. As we
are a Non-Profit organization we do not have substantial income to
carry such payments. The remuneration we pay is not a salary, but a
donation made to those who invest into the ministry. For the most
part every worker in UPF stands in faith for their monthly provision
as they walk out their calling for the kingdom in UPF.

– E. M. Bounds

Transport Costs
Petrol costs – R 4 800

New UPF Missions Fund

UPF Office

The more praying
there is in the world,
the better the world
will be; the mightier
the forces against evil
everywhere.

Office Equipment
Additional furniture – R 10 000
Electronic Equipment – R 30 000
Office Supplies – R 4 000

May God be glorified as we step out in faith to obey Him in going to
the nations and impacting territories with the power of heaven!

GETTING CONNECTED
Subscribe to any of our email or WhatsApp groups.
Please send your name, cell number and email to admin@upfsa.co.za
or 078 546 0795 and indicate which group you would like to be subscribed to.
Email Groups:
• UPF General Information – All activities and projects
• The Pretoria Prayer Force – Prayer Network for the city of Pretoria / Tshwane
• Academy of Prayer Training – To keep you informed about upcoming courses
• India Prayer Initiative - Prayer for India Group activities and information
WhatsApp Groups:
UPF General Information – All activities and projects (Broadcast Group)
The Pretoria Prayer Force – Prayer Network for the city of Pretoria / Tshwane (General Group)
India Prayer Initiative - Prayer for India Group activities and information (General Group)
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PRAYING IN THE NATIONS
The question could be asked: "Prayer in the
nations, what can you show for having done
it?" You surely can't present a building or
crops, and even though funds are needed to
go on a prayer journey, you seldom can show
numbers of people who have turned to
Christ.
This can lead to follow up questions of:
"“Why go and pray in the nations for the nations?” and “Can’t you just pray from your
home or church?”
To find answers to these questions I have
searched the Word of God, and I will highlight a few important scriptures I have found
regarding these thoughts.

By Anton van Zyl

The importance of prayer in the nations cannot be over emphasized. Beverly Pegues
once said, ‘Prayer moves the hand of God’.
Once there is sustained, strategic, and informed prayer, we will witness massive numbers of unreached people coming to Christ.
Let us pray that it will happen in our generation!
But why then do we have to “go” and pray. It
is surely not for leisure. Our loving Father
sent me on a prayer journey in His endless
wisdom to show me the importance of going
to the land I was going to pray for.

I have learnt from my trip that it’s easy to sit
at home and pray for what you see on TV or
read in news articles about a nation, but
Mark 16:15 “And He said to them, "Go into all
something will always be lacking. You see,
the world and preach the gospel to all creayou have not experienced the persecution
tion.”
first hand. You did not feel the hatred toMatthew 24:14 "This gospel of the kingdom
wards Christians until you’ve been there. You
shall be preached in the whole world as a testi- have not experienced the passion of Bornmony to all the nations, and then the end will again Christians in a foreign country where it
come.”
is frowned upon or even taboo to be a follower of Christ.
Revelation 14:6 “And I saw another angel
flying in the midst of heaven, having an eterI have found it is only when you are physically
nal gospel to preach to those who live on the
there, that you share the pain and struggles
earth, and to every nation and tribe and
of believers in far flung regions. It is only
tongue and people”
when you leave the house of a Christian you
had not met prior to the prayer outreach, and
Mark 11:17 “And He began to teach and say to
they greet you with tears of deep appreciathem, "Is it not written, 'MY HOUSE SHALL BE
tion that you, a stranger, were willing to
CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL THE
come and pray for them, even if only for a
NATIONS' “
few days, that you can start to appreciate the
And also, Luke 10:1-3 “After these things the value of going.
Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent
Furthermore, you can feel the importance of
them two by two before His face into every city
going when you see a little child 6-year-old,
and place where He Himself was about to
in a first world country being ridiculed,
go. 2 Then He said to them, “The harvest truteased and bullied because he is a Christian
ly is great, but the labourers are few; therefore,
and yet despite this, he will not deny that
pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laJesus is his personal Saviour. Or when you
3
bourers into His harvest. Go your way; besee the faces of believers light up after travelhold, I send you out as lambs among wolves.”
ing many kilometres because someone from
These scriptures show that prayer in the na- another country was there to pray for them
tions forms the foundation for God’s work in and encourage them in their kingdom enterthose nations.
prises and they rejoice in having the opportunity to share their struggles and concerns
Prayer also breaks down strongholds and
with somebody interested in interceding for
prepares the way for the evangelist. This is
them and their challenges.
demonstrated in Luke 10 where Jesus sent
the 70 before him. Bennie Mostert made the
following statement in his book on spiritual
warfare: “In our spiritual life, it is important to
start with prayer and then comes the work for
God”

It is only when you are physically there that
you see the real problems in that nation.
Then, by the grace of God, you begin to
scratch the surface of perceiving other nationalities and cultures through the eyes of
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Christ our Saviour. Then, you can pray with
compassion and a love that you never
thought possible because you sense the desperation of the people, and you see the condition of their surroundings. You pray intensive prayers that you could not pray sitting at
home. On the land, God moves in wonderful
ways and you experience unexpected and
unheard-of miracles, straight from the hand
of God.
There, you can humbly and obediently ask
God to shake the earth and God answers
your prayer with a real earthquake. Or, you
stand praying in a wooded area to break
down demonic strongholds that cause the
sounds of life to be eerily absent, and as you
depart for your next assignment you suddenly become aware of birds singing and you
recognise that God had changed the atmosphere tangibly.
Once you are back in your home country, you
realize that your obedience to God’s call has
blessed you in ways you could not have imagined. Perhaps a while later you even receive
an e-mail from the people you visited in the
foreign country, testifying of how encouraged they are and what God is doing in their
hearts and the area they are in. All glory to
our God!
I would like to quote from the book “Insanity
of God” by Nik Ripken. Nik wrote that an
eastern bloc believer once told him: “I thank
God and I take great joy in knowing I was
suffering in prison in my own country, so that
you, Nik, could be free to share Jesus in Kentucky.” People are still being persecuted for
their beliefs! Our prayers are needed for
them to continue day after day. Thanks to
our intercessions, they experience miracles
and receive strength to continue their challenging journey with God. But all this can
only happen when we make ourselves available for the prayer task at hand. We must take
up our authority in Christ in the nations of the
world, to bring these territories and its people under the loving authority of God. I then
wonder how can I not obey God’s call to pray
in another country, when I am free?
All that I have mentioned above now leaves
me with the most important question, the
one that we should be asking rather than all
the others “How can I not go? How can I not
cry out ‘Here I am Lord, send me’? “
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UPCOMING UPFSA PRAYER TOURS
Here is a list of different international prayer projects for 2018 that
will be undertaken by UPFSA.

The nations to which we will
undertake prayer journeys in 2018
are:

We challenge you to make yourself
available to become part of one of
these teams and to join us in
impacting the nations through
prayer.

•

Moldova & Romania
(Operation Capitals Europe
Project)

•

Mauritius

•

Lesotho

•

Thailand

•

France

•

India

These projects present opportunities for believers to grow immensely in their walk with God
and their perspectives of the kingdom and the nations. If you have
never been on a prayer journey, we
encourage you to take the faith
step. You will not be disappointed!

Operation Capitals of Europe (OCE) Prayer
Journey

UPFSA will partner with YWAM Europe for this
initiative.
(Trip includes southern France (for training), the
capitals of Romania and Moldova – details at:
http://oceprayer.com/category/planning/trip22/)

– David Bryant

UPF Prayer Journey to Mauritius

Proposed Date: 5 – 13 June 2018
Type of ministry trip: Strategic intercession and
prayer.

Type of ministry trip: Strategic intercession and
prayer for the capitals of Europe.

Purpose: To pray for the nation unto the removal of strongholds that cause the gospel to be
ineffective so that the Mauritian people can
come to Jesus. As well as encouragement and
prayer for local ministries that work among local
people.

Purpose: To pray with YWAM Europe intercessors in Bucharest (Romania) and Chisinau
(Moldova). The trip will include prayer training in
southern France.

Who may go: Christian born again believers
with an interest in prayer and a heart for Mauritius and the island nations of the Indian Ocean.

Who may go: Born again Christian believers
with an interest in prayer and who have a calling
to pray for the nations of Europe.

Cost: R 12 900 (excludes visa fees, includes all
tour costs and R1200 non-refundable deposit)

Cost: R 24 740 (excludes visa fees, includes all
tour costs and R1500 non-refundable deposit)

For more information and registration documentation contact: Fidele Mizua

For more information and registration documentation contact: Leon Coetzee

Email: admin@upfsa.co.za

Email: upfsa@absamail.co.za

Closing date for registration: 27 April 2018

Proposed Dates: 10 – 25 April 2018 (Dates are
provisional and may change slightly.)

UPF Prayer Journey to Lesotho

Proposed Date: May 2018 (Dates still to be
finalised – the trip will be between 5 and 7 days)
Type of ministry trip: Strategic intercession and
prayer.
Purpose: To pray for the Basotho nation.
Who may go: Christian born again believers
with an interest in prayer and a heart for Lesotho. We also would like to stir local believers
with Basotho ancestry to join the team to pray
back into their roots. It is essential that team
members should be fit and healthy.
Cost: R 4 200 (excludes visa fees, includes all
tour costs and R1200 non-refundable deposit)
For more information and registration documentation contact: Pontsho Mokoena
Email: admin@upfsa.co.za
Closing date for registration: 7 April 2018

Closing date for registration: 03 February 2018
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God’s whole vision for
the world can only be
fulfilled through the
whole body of Christ.
Therefore, the whole
Body must pursue that
vision together. And,
the most strategic way
to pursue it is through a
movement of united
prayer for spiritual
awakening and world
evangelism.
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UPF Prayer Journey to Thailand
Proposed Date: 23 July – 8 August 2018 (Dates
are provisional and may still change.)
Type of ministry trip: Intercession and prayer, as
well as encouraging and helping local ministries
and missionaries.
Purpose: To pray for the nation unto the removal
of strongholds that cause the gospel to be ineffective so that the Thai people can come to
Jesus.
Who may go: Christian born again believers with
an interest in prayer and a heart for Asia.
Cost: R 22 000 (includes all tour costs and the R1
500 non-refundable deposit)
For more information and registration documentation contact: Regina Viljoen
Email: Regina@ultimafp.co.za
Closing date for registration: 1 May 2018

UPF Prayer Journey to France
Proposed Date: 10 – 28 September 2018
(Dates are provisional and may change slightly.)
We are planning to raise up 3 teams to visit
France over this period.
Type of ministry trip: Strategic intercession
and prayer.
Purpose: To pray for the nation of our spiritual heritage (whether Basotho or Huguenot), to
pray that God would bring destruction to
demonic influences that keep the French
away from God; to pray that the French will
be awakened and seek God in these challenging times.
Who may go: Christian born again believers
with an interest in prayer and a heart for the
nations. We also would like to stir local believers with Huguenot and Basotho ancestry to
join the team to pray back into their spiritual
roots and discover the faith of their spiritual
forefathers. It is essential that team members
should be fit and healthy.

UPF Prayer Journey to India
Proposed Date Team 1: 25 Sept – 3 October
2018
Proposed Date Team 2: 5-13 October 2018
Proposed Date Team 3: 5-13 October 2018
(Dates are provisional and may change slightly).
We are planning to raise up 3 teams to visit
India.
Type of ministry trip: Strategic intercession
and prayer.
Purpose: To pray for the nation of India –
specifically to target the northern provinces of
India. These areas are the least evangelised,
poorest and most populous regions of India. It
is situated in the Hindu belt and is bound by
many demonic practices.
Who may go: Christian born again believers
with an interest in prayer and a heart for the
nation of India. It is essential that team members should be healthy and very fit.
Cost: R 16 700 (excludes visa fees, includes all
tour costs and R1 500 non-refundable deposit)

Cost: R 25 700 (excludes visa fees, includes all
tour costs and R1500 non-refundable deposit)

For more information and registration documentation contact:

For more information and registration documentation contact: Leon Coetzee

Fidele Mizua

Email: upfsa@absamail.co.za
Closing date for registration: 15 June 2018

Email: admin@upfsa.co.za
Closing date for registration: 20 July 2018
(Note that a group will start meeting on a
monthly basis from February)

“It is remarkable to think that
God has given us a partnership with Him in directing the
course of human events. It is
extraordinary to realize that
our prayer can change events
and circumstances in the
world around us. But what is
just as remarkable is that
when we pray, we change.
More often than not we become the answer to our own
prayers as we open up ourselves to God in prayer.”
– John Guest
5
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PRAISE HIM IN SWITZERLAND – FROM WATER TO HEIGHTS
By Collette Vosloo

S

pace does not allow us to recount everything that made us go ‘wow’ during our
prayer journey to Switzerland from 20 September to 4 October 2017. God’s faithfulness
in every aspect remains true, as does the
importance of the intercessors participating
from home.

bourhood and lion (right) as a decoration on a in these last days, read about the opening
house.

How strategic is the Lord of hosts? The accommodation bookings were no spiritual
affair, apart from asking for guidance from
Holy Spirit. Our criteria were simple: It had to
be central and close to a station, affordable,
but not a flea pit.

ceremony of this tunnel, which was labelled
occultic by the secular media.

We had communion on the train and then,
for two hours to its destination in Lugano on
the border of Switzerland and Italy, we filled
the atmosphere with scripture and prayer.
We ‘worked’ through various themes as the
Finding out that the Lord had us right in the Lord revealed. On the return journey, we
middle of a Jewish neighbourhood in one of declared His Kingship and read scripture
the cities where He spoke about the Jewish after scripture until we felt the burden lift.
persecution, had us in awe. Francé wrote in
her notes, “Ha-ha, we look like normal tour- Basel
ists and yet, behind closed doors, we seal off
the war room, pluck out the maps, and plan
the battle!”

At OR Tambo Airport: Adéle, Collette and
Francé reporting for duty.
An intercessor let us know that, in prayer, he

Following the Spirit’s breadcrumbs, we –
Adéle, Francé and Collette – identified a
route: Zürich, Lucerne, Basel, Bern, Interlaken (region) and Geneva. We touched the
borders between Switzerland and Germany
in the north, Italy in the south, and France in
the west.
Father spoke to us about our words, that
what we declare about and over those cities
is important and that we had to go armed
with scriptures that He would highlight. He
also spoke about us singing to Him – thankfully the Word talks about “a joyful noise”.

saw a lion with a crown. We had to laugh.
Not even five minutes’ walk from our apartment is a little park. In the park is a beautiful
wooden lion with a crown ... We had communion, and spent time there repenting as
the Spirit led, declaring the Lordship of the
Lion of Judah, planting scriptures, and
blessed a family whom we met at the lion.
We blessed the city from the heights,
cleansed the water, repented at idolatrous
sites, and blessed local believers via electronic means because we could not meet with
them.

Lucerne

Other themes emerged: the 500th anniversary of the Reformation; injustices done to
the Jewish people; the nation’s neutrality
that strengthens a stronghold of being lukewarm; the trust in money and the use of
wealth to exclude others; the heights and the
water and what the enemy has been establishing there over the ages and which the
Lord is reclaiming. Overarching was an inOverlooking Lucerne: Surprised to find this on
struction to cleanse and realign the nation’s the roof after we’ve just asked the dragon of
the Pilatus mountain to be evicted.
time with God’s timing.
The Wounded Lion

In short, our mandate was: Speak life, root in Lucerne met the
Lion of Judah.
out, plant and bless.

Zürich

Lions were a big theme
throughout
the
journey.
Top lion in the Jewish neigh-
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In our preparation, one of the key words the
Lord gave us was ‘tunnel’. Through a process
of elimination, we knew that we had to take
a trip through the Gotthard tunnel. Our research revealed that this tunnel is spiritually
linked with the research institute, Cern, on
the edge of Geneva and France. If you would
like an indication of how brazen the enemy is
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Curtains of prayer requests in the Elizabethan
church.

Basel was a difficult city, spiritually speaking.
That much became clear when we could not
find our way to our lodgings, even though it
was a straight walk less than 10 minutes from
the station. Only after blowing the shofar
mid-city and asking for angelic help, did a
lady (we wondered about this…) walk from a
shop to us and helped us on our way. Settling
in our postage-stamp room, we knew to be
ready for a few character tests!
It was raining as we made our way through
the city to the original gates. We prayed,
among others, at the Jewish museum
(repented for the murder of the Jews during
the Black Plague), city council offices, along
and over the river, and in a church. The latter
was an impulsive move (well, it was not on
‘our’ agenda). Here is what Adéle shared
about the experience: “Standing before the
threshold of a grotesque cathedral, I hesitated as the other two disappeared through the
doorway. “Lord, I do not want to enter this
place. It is so dark!” Yet, with no other
choice, I followed suit… Something caught
my eyes. On both sides were ‘curtains’ made
from prayer cards, stitched together, cascading down in streams to form a colourful

Not once did we hear someone gasp because of the
beauty around them. Everyone had only one purpose:
to get to the right spot for a
selfie!

Praying over the Rhine river in Basel.

The inside of the mountain complex is
worse. Here, consumerism is being fed like a
waterfall.” Joining our prayers to theirs was
a holy experience.
The bus took us to the old city. Where to go
from here? Our map could not help us any
Bern
further, yet we walked without wavering to
the spot where the atrocities had taken
place. Our jaws dropped when we saw the
painting on a wall of what the city used to
look like – waterwheel and all!

Jungfraujoch (Interlaken area)

Curve of the
Aare river and
the spot where
the Anababtists were
drowned.
Sketch (right)
was on the
wall.

In our preparation for the journey, our team
was struck by how much the curve of the
Aare river resembles a womb. Adéle kept
receiving an impression of a waterwheel. An
intercessor sent us Isaiah 26:19; 27:13 and
26:21, which speaks about the dead bodies of
the saints rising, those who were driven out
worshipping the Lord, and the inhabitants
being punished for their iniquity. God
showed that innocent blood of the saints had
been spilled in the city, and that the blood
was still concealed.
We met with the leader of the local house of
prayer after praying for the country’s leadership at the Swiss Parliament, and asked him
how we could get to the curve of the Aare
river. He remarked that it will be great if we
could pray there, because there is a spot
where the Anabaptists – saints from the
1500s who believed in the baptism by submersion as Christ taught – were murdered
(do you see the Lord’s breadcrumbs?).

ravenous god. Shoving, cutting in line, buying, buying, buying. It left a bitter taste in
one’s mouth.
We called forth labourers to that vineyard
until it is fully claimed and under the Lordship
of Jesus Christ.

Geneva
View of Geneva from the Saléve.

We flew out of South Africa on Rosh Hashanah (and only realised it later). We arrived in
Geneva on Yom Kippur, and right in time for
Geneva’s day of prayer. Arriving in the city,
the spiritual atmosphere was abrasive. An art
exhibition which had enormous marionettes
walking in the city, had everyone on edge.
We knew these ‘dolls’ were bad news, and
Views on and from the Jungfraujoch.
during our stay and even after we returned
(Including the background to page 4-5)
home, the Lord revealed the linkages beThe sights from the 4 158m-high peak are
tween these giants and other things and
spectacular, the winds breathtakingly cold
places we covered.
and the magnificence of our God who holds
all of this in His hand offers a selah moment.
We joined a women’s meeting on the last
We interceded for the nation, as well as those
day. Our last prophetic action was inspired
from other nations who have made Switzerby a scripture sent by an intercessor earlier in
land their home, with vigour. We read the
the journey. 1 Sam 17:18, 34-36 talks about
Swiss national anthem and were deeply
cheeses being carried to “the captains of
moved as we felt how God longs to hear this
thousands” as a means of encouragement.
nation mean what they sing when they sing
We shared some cheese with these women –
this. We sang, let oil drip down the mountain
all warriors who have been praying for Geneand blew the shofar. Unlike the other heights
va and Switzerland for many years – and felt
which had more joy connected to the proclaGod smile on such a simple but powerful
mations, our experience on the Jungfraujoch
symbol of camaraderie.
was a serious affair. The defilement on that
height is almost tangible.
Thousands of tourists visit the site every day.
On that day it was no different and we were
alarmed as we saw a snapshot of the world
we live in.
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INDIA REVISITED
By Leon Coetzee

with the gospel.
On our way back to our hotel we saw many activities in the
streets as it was the time of “Durga Puja”, a yearly Hindu festival for the goddess Durga. We spent the evening passionately praying for the multitudes imprisoned by false systems
of worship and cried out to God for His miraculous interventions that would give myriads the opportunity to encounter
His love and truth.

After UPF’s first successful visit to India in 2016, we were convinced of the importance of continuing our prayer and ministry investment into this populous Asian nation. The needs
were evident, the fruits of idolatry overwhelming, and the
appeals of the believers for support and continued involvement heart wrenching. It was our desire to send two teams to
India at the end of 2017 to make further inroads in prayer and
relationships in the Bihar province and the Himalayan foothill
of northern India. When only a handful of believers made
themselves available for this second UPF prayer journey to
India we decided to include both areas into our visit, while
spending the bulk of the time in the mountainous region
where we needed to support church planters and missionaries that are penetrating the unreached Hindu tribes of Northern India.

The next day we made our way to the airport to take a flight
to Patna, the capital of the Bihar province. This sprawling city
is built on the southern back of the Ganges River. It is an important business and education centre in Eastern India and
gateway to the Buddhist and Jain pilgrim centres found in
this province. The city is poor and dirty, with much of the
infrastructure in bad state of decay or lack of completion.
The crowds, animals, noise, smells and overall poverty was
so evident in the streets of this
city of over 1.7 million inhabitants
that it can be quite difficult to
face for foreigners like ourselves.
But, oh what beautiful people we
met! Brothers and sisters in the
Lord Jesus that so ardently desire
to see their communities transformed by the freedom and salvation that is available through
the sacrifice on the cross.

After 3 months of team and hiking preparations; four excited
souls (2 men and 2 women) departed on an Emirates flight
from the Johannesburg Airport on the 28th of September
2017 for the city of New Delhi (via Dubai). We arrived in New
Delhi in the wee hours of the morning of the 29 th, being welcomed with customary flower garlands.

The streets of Patna – animals and
rubbish
Our three days in the city would give us the opportunity to
meet with many local church planters in the region. It was an
amazing opportunity to pray with them, and hear so many
testimonies of how Jesus has changed their lives and turned
around their families through miraculous healings. We also
saw and heard that God has not forgotten the people of this
far flung land. We later drove into the countryside to pray at
the Ganges river, a venerated water body in the Hindu religion. We pleaded for God to disempower the demonic influences of the waters, to bring to this land and its people back
to Him, and to disempower the spirit
of death that decimates so many
lives through a religion that binds
hundreds of millions of souls to
false gods and goddesses.

For the first few days in India we were accommodated in die
Karol Bagh district of New Delhi, a hustling and bustling market area close to the city centre. After recuperating from our
flights and spending the first day in prayer preparations, the
team made their way through the busy streets of New Delhi
with auto rickshaws. This is a scary adventure to anybody not
familiar with the chaotic roads of an Asian metropolis, but
thankfully we had a young local believer who accompanied
us through the labyrinths of highways, roads and back
streets. Our first destination was the Afghan Congregation
that works among the Muslim population of Delhi, especially
those from Iranian and Afghani extraction.
After preaching in their service, the team had the opportunity to share prophetic words that we received the previous
day and pray for the men, women and children for the very
difficult challenges they were facing as refugees in a foreign
land. God warmed and knit our hearts as we ministered to
one another. How little do we know about the tests that believers in many parts of the globe experience when they
choose to follow Jesus in idolatrous cultures! After the service we went to a local Afghani restaurant with the pastor
and his family where we could fellowship with them and hear
their stories of serving Jesus and reaching Muslims in Delhi
Issue 1/ 2018

Praying at the
Ganges River
We were then able to visit believers in a nearby village where
we encouraged them in their kingdom labours. We were
greatly blessed with their simple hospitality as we interacted
with children and locals, pleading for labourers to be released
for this harvest. Later we visited a house church filled with
hungry believers seeking to know more about Christ.
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obey God’s call to be uprooted and move to a foreign land so
that His kingdom may be advanced! Further in the mountains
our expectations grew, knowing that Godly adventures
awaited. We arrived at our guesthouse in Mussoorie in the
late afternoon to meet with the pastor that would guide us in
the following days and enjoyed an special time of fellowship
with a delicious meal to end the long day.

Team
members
surrounded
by local
children

We had the opportunity to spend time praying at governmental institutions in the city. We prayed with the understanding that change in the leadership of this city, in the context of one it being one of the least evangelised areas of India, that it had the potential to affect millions. Though it
seemed impossible for man, we know that it is possible for
our God!
One afternoon we visited Agam Kuan (the unfathomable
well), a site of demonic influence, which is visited by millions
as part of their attempts to obtain good fortune and blessings. It was extremely difficult to see the depth of deception
that the enemy establishes in the minds of millions. Seeing
so much spiritual and physical defilement further highlighted
the importance
for us to obey
God in interceding for this city
and its many
unredeemed
souls.

Team with the church planters in Bihar
The following day we travelled further into the mountains
from Mussoorie (which was our base town), after having
bought the necessary foodstuffs and provision for the 3 days
we would spend in a small town on the slopes of the steep
hills unpenetrated by the gospel for so many centuries. It
took hours to traverse the many mountains and valleys on
winding mountain roads that cover the daunting landscapes
that cut so many tribes and people groups off from the rest
of India. The sights were beautiful, but the knowledge of the
strongholds that keep so many in captivity was a tangibly
heavy. We arrived at the home of a church planting family
finally that dark night, and were received with love and Indian hospitality, nourishing our aching and tired bodies with
some refreshing Nimbo Chai (ginger tea) and a typical Northern India meal of chicken and naan.

Agam Kuanplace of worship
and superstition
Whilst there we had the great honour to spend an entire
evening with around thirty newly trained church planters
that have committed to go into the obscure towns of Bihar
and sacrificially bring the gospel to the least reached tribes in
India. We ministered God’s word to this group of men and
women and reminded them that this work was only possible
by the ability of the Holy Spirit and not the religious actions
of man. We were able to present them with their church
planting graduation certificates and prayed and fellowshipped with many of them.

Team enjoying local food and hospitality in the mountains

Their words still ring in our ears: “Please come
back, and next time stay longer! We need you to

Our days in these high mountains would be filled with many
prayer adventures. We lived simply in the one bedroom
house that our hosts call home. Washing from a bucket in the
mornings (joyfully with warm water!); we enjoyed deep times
of fellowship and prayer and with a breakfast consisting of
Paratha’s (pancakes made from potato flower), spicy omelettes and toast. We were so blessed by the passion the local
believers have to reach those around them with the love of
Christ, we prayed that God would give us the same dedication and willingness to lay down our lives to the benefit and
salvation of others. Later ,we -locals and foreigners squeezed into a vehicle to drive 3 hours into the mountains to
pray at strategic places for the thousands that live on top of
the mountains of Utterakhand. We prayed from the heights

help us, the work here is difficult!”
We knew we dare not disregard these pleas in our future engagements. May the Lord help us to be an answer their cries.
After our time in Patna we had to travel back to Delhi from
where we took a second flight to the city of Dehradun (north
east of the Capital). From there we travelled by car to Mussoorie in the foothills of the Himalayas. On our journey up
the mountains we spent some time with a South African
family that has recently settled in the area to be involved
with Bible translations. How amazing to hear how people
9
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and built a prayer altar declaring that the true God of heaven
and earth will be known by the peoples dispersed all over
these lands. We pleaded for the destruction of idolatrous
systems and the uprooting of ancient deceptions that torment and suppress the lives of young and old alike. It took us
hours to drive back in the evening on roads that disappear in
the dark shadows of the towering hills. It left us exhausted
and yet satisfied, as God assured us that our prayers prayed
would open a way for the kingdom to be released more
effectively.

India resulting in the further increase of anti-Christian sentiments in the many villages and cities of Hindustan (the Hindu
name of India).
The next few days in Mussoorie saw us hike through the
beautiful surroundings, to pray for the city. Our hosts led us
on the most glorious mountain path, while informing us of
the spiritual realities in the region. Every once a while we
would stop to pray for the inhabitants of the region or for the
church, or for the Hindu, Buddhist and Muslim inhabitants
that still need to hear about Jesus. Other times we stopped
to enjoy the Nimbu Chai our loving Indian grandmother prepared for us
while enjoying the views
of the valleys below.

Team building a prayer
altar in the
high places
close to the
town of
Paurie

A Tibetan
dish –fried
lotus root in a
delicious
sauce

On our journey back to our Mussoorie home base, we visited
some believers and churches in the remote slopes of these
awe inspiring landscapes. Spending time in worship and
prayer with a local family that had just a few months previously turned away from Hinduism and was now serving Jesus
in the simplicity of the mud hut that those few months before had housed the idols of the gods and goddesses the previously worshipped.

Our prayer work over these days took us too many high places that are strategic for the region. We prayed on the mountain that overlooks the city of Dehradun, the administrative
centre of the region. We then enjoyed a Tibetan lunch at a
local eatery before praying on the heights where Sir George
Everest once decided to build himself a house. Standing next
to these ruins we had extensive views over the Doon and
Aglar river valleys, while looking up at the nearby peak where
Buddhist flags blow in the wind to mark a sacred height
where
dead
bodies are often left as food
for the local
vultures.

Thereafter, the winding into the heights, we would visit a
congregation of about 10 families that have turned away
from the traditions of their fathers to serve the only Redeemer of men. Here we participated in a service and prayed for
congregants. Several individuals started manifesting demonically as we prayed or them, leading to 3 hours of deliverance.
Once again we came face to face with the power and love of
our God to liberate and transform anyone willing to turn to
Jesus. Further nightly travels brought us back safely to our
home base in Mussoorie after which we enjoyed to hospitality of members
of the local
church.

Tibetan
Buddhist
prayer flags at
the Buddha
statue on the
mountain

Church
service with 10
families that
turned away
from Hinduism

We there declared the ownership of God over the land and its
people and pleaded for the removal of every illegitimate spiritual influence that has anchored itself in the region. We
asked God to sever the demonic connections that run from
high place to high place and interceded for the release of
light into the valleys below. We ended our prayers on another Tibetan high place market with a big Buddha statue.
Watching the sun set we worshipped and passionately cried
out for the eradication of the many forms of deception that
flourish in this territory. Our last night in Mussoorie would
see us enjoy a meal with all our special friends at the weekly
homegroup meeting. After sharing a time of teaching, prayer
and much laughter it was emotional to say our goodbyes as
we quietly prayed that God would grace us with many more
opportunities in the future to visit and support these remarkable believers.

Our time in Mussoorie would provide special times of intimate fellowship and prayer with local believers. We participated in the Sunday church service of this group of persecuted believers. How wonderful it was to pray for our brothers
and sisters that labour in this region for the purposes of heaven, for men and women who are daily at risk! We were greatly inspired by the willingness of these believers to risk all in
their pursuit of God’s kingdom. As we shared meals, they
recounted to us the difficulties caused by the ever increasing
clamp down of the national government on foreign involvement and finances, especially of Christian organisation in
Issue 1/ 2018
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Being greatly satisfied with our mountain experiences the
team then made their way down the mountains to Dehradun
where they would get onto the Shatabdi train to take them
back (though quite slowly) to the city of Delhi.
Thus the last two days of our time in India would unfold with
some exploration of the lively streets and markets of New
Delhi, sightseeing the government buildings in New Delhi (the
pearl of the English Empire) and going around in the city with
a South African missionary couple to firstly pray for an Egyptian family which had recently arrived in Delhi to reach the
Muslim population with the gospel of Christ. Thereafter, visiting a local Christian school to intercede that they would have
a great impact in seeing children raised up for God. Ending off
our prayer journey with more time in prayer with and for the
Afghani believers around a special meal!
In 2018 as UPFSA, we look forward to continuing our passionate pursuit of God’s purposes for the people of India and we
invite you to join the adventure!

Government building in New Delhi

INDIA PRAYER INITIATIVE
Jai Masih ki!
India is a nation of many people groups, and especially of many religions that inspire diverse cultural traditions and expressions among the people of the land. The way people in India greet is intimately linked to the culture/religion that they are
part of. So the greeting “Jai Masih ki” (Messiah is victorious) is heard when Christian believers greet one another. This is
different to the normal Indian greeting among the general Hindu population, namely: “Namaskar” or “Namaste”.
As a result of our prayer journeys to India in 2016 and 2017, UPF has decided to raise up a prayer group that would regularly
pray for all our contacts and their work in the nation of India. Their challenges are great, and we understand that we cannot
just support them in prayer when we visit them, but that we need to frequently and faithfully intercede for God’s kingdom to
transform the nation of India. Hence, the formation of the India Prayer Initiative (IPI).
As we receive regular messages from India we come together to seek
Gods face and bring their needs and challenges before the throne of
heaven. To date, IPI has nine committed brothers and sister who
meet twice a month to reflect, pray and speak “India”. If you in any
way feel led by the Spirit to get involved in India, we urge you to join
the growing army who will invest to see this nation changed.
Next IPI meetings:
Sunday 11 March @ 17H00
Sunday 25 March @ 17H00
For more information email: admin@upfsa.co.za

Recent IPI Prayer Meeting

Sunrise over the Himalayas
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PRAYER TRAINING

“REDEMPTIVE GIFTS OF INDIVIDUALS”: TEACHING COURSE
By Janine Visser
It is wonderful to know that in God’s estimation our lives matter
and that we have specific purposes on earth. May we glorify Him
as we learn more about how He created us!

“How our lives incarnate the nature of Jesus Christ, how we live out
the principles He established for time and history, matters to God.” Arthur Burk.

Be blessed in the knowledge that your appointed time and purpose
on earth has been marked out by our Father:

It is with great excitement that we endeavour to present more
Redemptive Gifts Teaching Courses in 2018!

“From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the
whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and
the boundaries of their lands.” (Acts 17: 26)

The purpose of the course is to equip more believers in understanding their individual redemptive gifts, to impact their prayer life,
families, church, workplace, communities and even nations.

The dates for the courses will be communicated by the end of
March 2018.
Hope to see you there!

A prayer-warrior who understands his or her redemptive gift can
become a mighty instrument in God’s hands. As a prayer ministry,
we would like to urge anyone who is thinking of doing an international prayer journey or even those who participate in local prayer
initiatives in 2018, to attend one of these courses if they have not
done so yet. This invitation is however extended to anybody else
who would also like to learn more about their redemptive gift.
Please tell other believers, co-workers, partners, churches etc.
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For more information contact the UPFSA office.

12

PRETORIA PRAYER FORCE
2018 ACTIVITIES
We encourage you to join us for 2018 to pray regularly for our city. Please
invite other believers to participate and get involved in this concerted
prayer effort for Pretoria / Tshwane. When the righteous prosper in the
city and bless their city positive transformation becomes possible!
Prov 11:9-10
10
“When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices; and when the
wicked perish, there is jubilation.11 By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted… “
The below activities were schedule in accordance with the direction we received from the Holy Spirit during PPF planning meetings in the last few months.
Our activities will revolve around 4 thrusts:
1. PPF Prayer Events
2. The ‘Redeem Our City’ Initiative (in its 3rd year)
3. Joining other prayer meetings in the city
4. And encouraging Pretoria / Tshwane believers to focus on 4 prayer windows through the year.
1.

PPF Prayer Sessions, Prayer Nights and Prayer Walks
for 2018
This year we will have a great variation of prayer opportunities. We will be out and about to take our prayers
into the streets of our communities. What joy it is to take
possession of our city in the Name of the Lord.

ROC4 Launch and Information Evening:
• 1 June 2018, Friday night at 19h00 – ROC 4 information
Evening.
ROC4 Team Preparation Meetings:
• June/July, ROC4 teams will schedule at least 4 preparation meetings to get ready for Prayer Action.

Herewith scheduled dates for the year:
• 16 February 2018, Friday night at 18h30 – PPF Prayer
Session at the De Meyer House in Elarduspark.
• 9 March 2018, Friday at 18h30 – PPF Prayer Walk in
Hatfield
• 25 March 2018, Sunday Afternoon, time to be confirmed – PPF Prayer in Valhalla
• 4 May 2018, Friday night at 18h30 – PPF half night of
Prayer
• 19 May 2018, Saturday night at 18h30 – PPF Prayer
Walk Relay
• 25 August 2018, Saturday morning at 09h00 – PPF Saturation Prayer Walk, Menlyn.
• 15 September 2018, Saturday morning at 09h00 - PPF
prayer in townships.
• 13 October 2018, Saturday morning at 09h00 – PPF
City Scouting Project.
• 11 November 2018, Sunday Afternoon at 13h00 – PPF
Praise Picnic.
2.

•

ROC4 “Build up the walls!” Prayer Action:
• 9 August 2018, Thursday morning (Public Holiday)
from 09h00 – ROC4 Prayer Action.
3.
•
•
•
•

Joining other prayer activities in the city
First Saturday of every month at 07h00 – Prayer Without Borders
Saturday Mornings at 07h00 – Prayer for the Moot
area
16 June 2018, early morning – Prayer at the Union
Buildings with Wilgers Business men.
27 October 2018 – Worship in the Park (WIP) with
Sanctuary of Faith congregation.

4. Four Pray windows for 2018
• February – April 2018 - Prayer for salvation of lost family members and friends
• May – July 2018 - Prayer for Schools
• August - September 2018 – Prayer for Government
• October – November 2018 – Prayer for defined areas
in the city

‘Redeem Our City” Prayer Project 4: “Build up the
Walls!”
ROC 4 Study Sessions (we will study city walls and
watchtowers in Scripture). The venue for this last session of four which began in January will be confirmed:
10 March 2018, Saturday morning at 09h00

For more information contact:
Marlene Fourie
Pretoria Prayer Force coordinator
Email: ptapray@gmail.com
Visit our website at: www.upfsa.co.za/ppf.html
Like us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/
prayerforce.pretoria
13
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PRETORIA PRAYER FORCE ACTIVITIES
PPF : LOOKING BACK ON 2017
By Lize King
The year 2017 was richly blessed by the Lord and a true
testimony to His faithfulness. In accordance with the
direction of the Lord, regular Cabin Sessions were held
throughout the year. These sessions were focussed on
gathering together and praying to the glory of the Lord.
During these sessions, PPF members desired to hear the

ROC3 – Prayer for the
gates of Pretoria /
Tshwane

voice of the Lord, seeking His direction for what should
be prayed over our city.
The third Redeem Our City project, ROC3, was conducted this year. The theme of ROC3 was “Possessing the
Gates”. Eleven teams of believers from the City spent
approximately 6 weeks preparing for the prayer action.
Each team was assigned a gate and all gates were identified during previous reconnaissance trips around the city,
under the direction of the Holy Spirit. The coordinated
prayer action took place on 2 September 2017.
Teams set out individually to their respective gates,
where they prayed according to guidelines and texts for
ROC3, prepared beforehand and made available in booklet form to all teams. In addition, each team applied the
words and scriptures received from the Lord during their
team preparations. The prayer action was concluded with
a corporate prayer meeting in which all teams participated, sealing the day’s activities with prayer and worship.

UPFSA contact details
E-mail: upfsa@absamail.co.za
admin@upfsa.co.za
Tel:+27 12 065 0096
+27 12 809 0590
Fax: 086 690 9970

ROC3 - Base Camp

PPF praying with the staff of a local school in February 2018

Web: www.upfsa.co.za
UPFSA

PO Box 65300
Erasmusrand, 0165
Physical Address:
Lombardy Business Park,
Block 4, Unit 58,
Cnr Cole & Graham Rd,
Shere, Pretoria,
South Africa
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